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Our Next Meeting

WE ARE RETURNING TO VIRTUAL MEETINGS ON ZOOM.  Our meeting will be 
next Thursday, January 12, 2023.  You should have received the link from Dick 
Miller, but if not:  Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89826741004
Meeting ID: 898 2674 1004; One tap mobile +12532050468,,89826741004# US
+12532158782,,89826741004# US (Tacoma).  The Zoom will open at 6:45 to 
join and then the presentation will start at 7:  00 SHARP  .

Local Civil War speaker Richard Heisler returns to discuss "Seattle at 
Gettysburg."  This presentation will tell the captivating tale behind the 
cross-country journey of Seattle and Washington State survivors of the 
Battle of Gettysburg to the 1913 fiftieth anniversary reunion.  Washington 
State sent the largest delegation of surviving veterans to the event of any 
western state.  They were men who wore both the blue and the gray. 
Beginning on three bloody days in July 1863 and ending in peaceful days 
as friends fifty years later, this is their story.
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Our Last Meeting

A dozen members enjoyed a shortened presentation and lengthy discussion on 
the Army of Tennessee.

President’s Message
James L Dimond

Given the start to the 118th Congress, my thoughts turned to the record holder 
in election contests for Speaker of the House, Nathaniel Prentiss Banks.  He was
first elected to the House in 1852, and became Speaker after a marathon of six 
weeks and 133 ballots.  All told, he was returned to the House by the people of 
Massachusetts eight separate times and for three different political parties, the 
Democrats, the “Know Nothings” (American Party), and the Republicans.  The 
district he represented also changed three different times, although he always 
remained in his home town of Waltham.  His term as Speaker lasted a little 
more than a year (1856-1857).  As a centrist-leaning Republican during the 
post-Civil War era, he was the chairman of the House Republican conference 
and found some common ground with the Radicals.

Of course, to us Civil War students he is best known as the adventurer of the 
Army of the Gulf and the Red River campaign.  One of the first political generals
appointed by Lincoln, he became an excellent recruiter and a totally 
inexperienced battlefield commander.

The ignominious end to the Red River campaign sealed his fate in the military, 
but he was restored to Congress almost immediately after the war.  He 
ballyhooed Reconstruction, he advocated manifest destiny, he supported the 
purchase of Alaska, he championed labor reforms and female suffrage, and he 
yo-yo’ed in and out of political successes.  His senility caught him in his later 
years; he left Congress in 1891.  Three years later he died in a mental hospital.

He rode to his initial term on the disintegration of the Whig Party.  His long 
Congressional career encapsulated the various transitions the nation underwent 
both pre- and post-Civil War.  As an archetype of political ebb and flow, he and 
his decisions and compromises merit intense study.



Now, it’s probably premature to rate the COVID-19 pandemic as a national 
trauma on the same scale as the Civil War, but the lingering effects of the 
pandemic remain with us.  Another round of infection is expected this winter, 
and that’s one reason (but not the only one) that we’ve returned to virtual 
meetings.  The malaise and lack of enthusiasm for our speakers is another.  Our
program committee has worked long and hard to devise a series of dynamic, 
interesting speakers for us, and it’s up to us to support them.

Still, the level of service, the quality of food, the lack of parking, and the lack of 
amenities of our present restaurant location have caught us by surprise since 
we resumed in-person meetings.  We have a study group contemplating a 
permanent move.  Until then, we’ll continue to meet over ZOOM.

Step up and volunteer to help.  Keep the Round Table healthy.  Articles 
welcome.

Book Notes 

Additional Reading, The Grand Army of the Republic
Jeff Rombauer

As the American Civil War ended and Union veterans returned home, veterans 
founded numerous associations to continue the comradeships they had enjoyed 
during their service.  These veterans’ groups included a wide range of 
members:  regimental, division, corps, even army groups such as the Society of 
the Army of the Potomac.  There were even prisoner of war groups organized. 
Annual reunions were held on the state and local levels, starting as early as 
1867.  

The best-known Union veterans’ associations were The Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion of the United States and the Grand Army of the Republic.  The 
Loyal Legion was founded in April 1865 shortly after Lincoln’s assassination.  
This group was composed only of commissioned Union officers and left a legacy
in the hundreds of articles and books by its members on their war time service. 
The best-known Union veterans’ association was the Grand Army of the 
Republic, formed in 1866 in Decatur, Illinois.  The GAR was formed as a national



fraternal organization devoted to charitable and social enterprises and was open
to all who had served the Union, regardless of branch of service. 

By the 1880’s the GAR was a formidable political force behind the Republican 
party and the drive to increase pensions for Northern veterans.  At its peak, the 
group had over 400,000 members in 7,000 posts across the country.  With the 
death of the last Northern veteran in 1956 the organization ceased.  

In Washington Territory the first post was formed in June 1878 in Seattle, 
named after General Isaac Stevens.  Eventually 128 posts were chartered in 
Washington, some posts existing only a few years, while the Phil Kearney Post 
in Toledo, Washington lasted from 1881 to 1929.  Posts were originally 
organized with 12 to 35 members.  The Olympia post over its lifetime had over 
220 veterans as members.  In King County alone there were eleven posts, in 
Auburn, Ballard, Bothell, Kent, North Bend, Seattle, and Vashon.  Seattle had 
five posts.  Additional information on the GAR in Washington can be found at 
https://suvcw.org/garrecords/garposts/wa.htm.  For additional reading on the 
Grand Army of the Republic please see the books listed below.

Dearing, Mary R.  Veterans in Politics: The Story of the GAR.  Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana State University Press, 1952.  Pp. x, 523. 

The author concentrates on the beneficial alliance between Civil War veterans 
and the Republican party in the 40 years after the Civil War.  The study focuses 
on national politics and legislation which benefited both parties.  Based on 
extensive research in manuscript sources. 

McConnell, Stuart.  Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic 
1865-1900.  Chapel Hill:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1992.  
Pp. xvii, 312. 

In the GAR, McConnell sees a group of veterans trying to cope with questions 
concerning the extent of society's obligation to the poor and injured, the place 
of war memories in peacetime, and the meaning of the "nation" and the 
individual's relation to it. 

McConnell argues that, by the 1890s, the GAR was clinging to a preservationist 
version of American nationalism that many white, middle-class Northerners 
found congenial in the face of the social upheavals of that decade.  In effect, he
concludes, the nineteenth-century career of the GAR is a study in the 

https://suvcw.org/garrecords/garposts/wa.htm


microcosm of a nation trying to hold fast to an older image of itself in the face 
of massive social change.

McConnell addressed the Puget Sound Civil War Round Table in October 1999.

Gannon, Barbara A.  The Won Cause: Black and White Comradeship in the 
Grand Army of the Republic.  Chapel Hill:  The University of North Carolina
Press, 2011.  Pp. xiv, 282. 

It is Gannon’s contention that in the GAR “Black and white veterans tried to 
create and sustain the nation’s first interracial organization.”  Using evidence 
from integrated posts, the author concludes that “white veterans embraced 
Black veterans” because of a transcendent bond of comradeship. 

Jordan, Brian Matthew and Evan C. Rothera.  The War Went On:  Reconsidering
the Lives of Civil War Veterans.  Baton Rouge:  Louisiana State University 
Press, 2020.  Pp. xii, 338. 

Two articles in this collection show the impact of the GAR on local cultural 
history. In “A Building Very Useful: The Grand Army Memorial Hall in US Civil 
Life 1880-1920,” Jonathan D. Neu relates how building GAR memorial halls 
instead of monuments enriched the cultural life of both veterans and non-
veterans. Tyler Sperrazza, in his article “Veterans at the Footlights:  Unionism 
and White Supremacy in Theater of the Grand Army of Republic,” studies one of
the most popular ways Union veterans memorialized the Civil War, through 
theatrical presentations. 

Features

A Christmas Plea to General Rosecrans
by Mark R. Terry

Recently, I came across a letter in the Union Provost Marshals' File of Papers 
Relating to Individual Civilians, 1861–1867 from the National Archives, published
by Ancestry.com.  I saved it because it was written by someone with the same 
name as my 3x great-grandfather, Philip Bosley.  The letter writer had been 
apparently arrested and was pleading for his release with Brigadier General 



William S. Rosecrans, who at the time was commanding the Department of 
Western Virginia at Wheeling, Virginia. 

Here is a transcript of that letter.  The phonetic spelling makes it difficult to 
read, but you can get the gist of it: 

“Wheeling Camp mcluen[?] 
Dec 25 1861 
To youre honer genearl Rosencrance 
I hope you will for give me for attempting to state my case to yu, I was 
arrested, a bout a month ago at my home, But I had not bin thare more than a 
half houre till I was arrested, I was forsted in to the malitia service, But got 
Releist and Returned to my helples family, wife and Nine Children, and I have 
noway to maintain them only by Days work, and I neve intend to take up arms 
a gant the ginst the govement, I am willing to take the othe. 
Youre humbel Servent, 
Phillip Bosly” 



In the fall and winter of 1861, Union forces under Brigadier General Benjamin F.
Kelley occupied Romney, Virginia.  Romney, the county seat of Hampshire 
County, was strategic, as it was only about 16 miles south of the B&O railroad, 
a vital transportation link.  One road to the west went on to New Creek 
(present-day Keyser, WV) on the B&O railroad, while the eastern road 
connected with Winchester in the Shenandoah Valley.  “Bushwhackers” and 
irregular troops were a constant nuisance to the Union garrison. 

On Saturday, November 30, 1861, a train of ten wagons with a guard of ten 
men headed south to forage for hay.  It appears they went as far as the 
“vicinity of Moorefield” when they were attacked by an estimated “twenty-five 
rebels”.  The guards scattered, while the teamsters cut the horses loose and 
rode them back.  A few were wounded and a couple captured.  When the 
teamsters raised the alarm back in Romney, a force consisting of the Ringgold 
Cavalry, a battery of artillery and five companies of the 1st Virginia Infantry 
moved south towards Moorefield, the county seat of Hardy County.  They 
scouted the area “for miles around” where the attack occurred, and the next 
day (December 1) brought back some horses and four prisoners.  Captain 
William Milhouse of Company C of the 1st Virginia was tasked with taking these 
prisoners to Wheeling for incarceration.  They arrived there on December 3rd, 
and a reporter for the Daily Intelligencer took down the information about the 
incident and that the names of the four prisoners were “Adams, Bosley, 
Crawford and Caine.”  Could this have been Philip Bosley? 

Researching the letter 
Using the facts from the letter giving the place (Wheeling) and time (December 
1861), I began looking for any newspaper articles that might have information.  
Newspapers.com thankfully had digitized the Wheeling Daily Intelligencer for 
the period.  A search for “Bosley” came up with one hit.  It was an article titled 
“More Prisoners-Attack Upon Teams” which was published Wednesday, 
December 4, 1861 on page 3 listing the four names.  Another, more detailed 
article about the incident appeared in the same newspaper on Tuesday, 
December 10, 1861.  Titled “From Romney”, it was from a letter dated 
December 5th, sent to the newspaper by a soldier correspondent named “Harry”
of the 1st Virginia. 

A search in the Official Records produced a very short report from General 
Kelley about the incident which mentioned the foraging expedition for hay and 
the wounding of a couple of men. (O.R., Series I, Vol. 5, page 451, written 
November 30, 1861 at 11 p.m.)



Conclusion 
While it is not conclusive that the Philip Bosley who wrote the letter was the 
same Philip Bosley (1818-1909) as my 3x great-grandfather, the similarities 
between them are striking: 

1.  The letter writer was the father of nine children, just as ours was.

2.  The letter writer writing on Christmas Day, stated he was captured/arrested 
“about a month ago”, which would be very close to December 1st, when one of 
the men named “Bosley” was captured and sent to Wheeling two days later.

3.  The December 4th article describes the area where the attack took place as 
being “in the vicinity of Moorefield”.  Our Philip Bosley, his wife and family, lived
a little north of Old Fields, which is about 4.5 miles north of Moorefield. 

4.  The letter writer pleads his case in an interesting way, by admitting he was 
forced to enlist in the militia but was released.  He further declares that he had 
only gotten home a half hour before he was arrested.  Philip Bosley and his 
family were definitely pro-Confederate.  Philip’s oldest son William was a private
in the 25th Virginia Infantry, who at that time was living in the area waiting to 
be exchanged.  However, Philip, who was 43 years old at the time isn’t listed in 
the records of the 114th Virginia Militia, the militia unit from Hardy County.  
Was he involved in the incident or not?  We just don’t know, but it is interesting 
to speculate and perhaps open new avenues to explore. 

Sources 
Wheeling Daily Intelligencer (see dates of articles above) published by 

Newspapers.com 
Sauers, Richard A.  The Devastating Hand of War: Romney, West Virginia 

During the Civil War.  Glen Ferris, WV: Gauley Mount Press, 2000. 
Union Provost Marshals' File of Papers Relating to Individual Civilians, 1861–

1867, from the National Archives, published online by Ancestry.com 
Civilwardata.com for information on Captain William Milhouse. 
Fold3.com:  Roster of the 114th Virginia Militia.



Veterans In Our Back Yard:  Where Have All The Ashes Gone
Part One
by Loretta-Marie Dimond

Mortuaries and cemeteries don't advertise it, but virtually every major funeral 
provider in the state has need for a community storage area for unclaimed 
cremated remains.  Remember Jewett Williams, the celebrated veteran of the 
20th Maine, and his epic cross-country motorcycle trip a couple of summers ago?
The community storage made infamous by national publicity at the Oregon 
State Hospital, Salem, is just the tip of the iceberg.  Thousands of boxes of 
cremains await disposition in Seattle alone.  

And, yes, there are Civil War veterans and their widows who have gone missing 
among them.

The GAR had long worked with King
County to give a comrade's burial to
any indigent suspected of being a Civil
War Union vet, or of any war for that
matter, with honorable service.  Such
was the case with John Reinsmith, a
victim of suicide, whose body was
found in Gilman (now Issaquah) in
August 1897.  In his possession were
several artifacts of the war.  Rather
than take the risk of losing a brother soldier, the GAR transported him to their 
Capitol Hill cemetery and buried him in row A.  His temporary marker (“J Rens”)
disintegrated many years ago.  It is believed he was a member of Missouri’s 
celebrated enrolled militia, but not an active-duty soldier.  Despite the best 
efforts of multiple generations of researchers, no Federally qualifying service 
has ever been established for him.  Or, he may have been just a collector.

The GAR was still a going concern in Seattle in 1912, and that year the city 
fathers had a problem.  The “new” pauper's field, the Duwamish Cemetery near 
Georgetown, had filled up.  There was no more room for indigent burials.  
Compounding that, land needs of the Army Corps of Engineers' Duwamish 
Waterway project to straighten the meandering river, to make shipping lanes for
Seattle's harbor, meant there was no room to expand; the area south and west 
of the cemetery was required for East Marginal Way.  There was no choice, the 



politicians declared.  Duwamish Cemetery had to be closed.  The GAR had no 
objection.  [Note:  Recent published reports about its location are in error; it 
was never on a knoll near the old King County Hospital, but rather was on a 
low-lying 200' x 200' parcel next to the river bed about a mile east of the King 
County Poor Farm.  Its location was properly identified through an old Kroll map
in possession of the King County Assessor.]

By 1912 it was pretty certain there were no Civil War veterans in the Duwamish 
Cemetery anyway.   Not coincidentally, the aforementioned Poor Farm had just 
installed a modern county cremation facility.  Herbert Noice, the county coroner,
was also the owner of the Georgetown funeral home; he rented the crematory 
out to himself.  Exhumations began in November.  The cemetery was vacated, 
the wooden headboards were discarded, and the remains were cremated (and 
reportedly scattered in the Duwamish River).  

Noice got a fee for each of them (3,260 burials “exhumed,” 855 known, only 
157 claimed).  The math is really suspicious.  The size of the parcel is about 
40,000 square feet.  If the decedents were put into slip trenches, shoulder to 
shoulder, and assuming 12 square feet to a burial, just over 3,300 graves could 
be accommodated.  Were there that many?  That's what the bill said.  Ah, 
there's nothing like local politics.

Noice, a native of Michigan (b 1872), came to Washington about the time of the
gold rush.  He settled first at Bellingham, where he bought a bankrupt mortuary
and got himself into the business.  In 1903, he sold the mortuary for a profit 
and re-established in Georgetown, a rollicking rough-and-tumble bedroom 
community to the south of Seattle, where the inmates of the Poor Farm voted 
the way they were paid to (or so said the Seattle Star), and where the liquor 
flowed freely.  His funeral home seemed to move every year.  He was out of the
business again by the middle of the teens, but he and his family were 
enumerated in the Seattle area as late as 1920.  By 1931 Noice and Sons was 
an established funeral parlor in Culver City, California.  His family is found 
buried in Inglewood Park, so it's likely he left the region during Prohibition.

The county kept ownership of the Duwamish Cemetery parcel.  It sat vacant for 
half a century, until everyone in real estate forgot why it was there or what it 
had been used for.  You know the site now as the Georgetown fire station.  



Duwamish Cemetery site; photo by LMD

The crematory, long gone, stood on what's now the northeast side of the 
campus of Edison Tech (South Seattle Community College's DC5 trades 
program), near the bend in the former river.  If you look closely, you can still 
find the old meander line.  Or, if you remember where the Hat 'n' Boots gas 
station was on East Marginal Way...turn north and go four blocks.  The Poor 
Farm was redeveloped into oblivion during World War Two.

A couple of Indian Wars veterans went missing from the Duwamish Cemetery, 
despite the efforts of the GAR.  No Civil War veterans were ever buried there, to
best available research.  But one imposter was.  His name at death was Edward 
Coleman.

He breezed into Seattle in the late 1890s (yeah, him too), and presented himself
to Miller Post #31, GAR, for affiliation.  They didn't check his service, at least 
not right away.  He was carried on the post roster in 1900.  He claimed to be a 
vet of both the 18th and 49th Wisconsin Infantry.  As has been discussed before 
in this newsletter, numerous members of the 49th Wisconsin made their way to 
Washington.  Perhaps it was one of these comrades who eventually flushed him
out.  



The real veteran by this name, Colonel Edward Colman, commanding officer of 
the regiment, was born 28 July 1828 in Rochester, New York, and died in 
Wisconsin; except for a ten year period, he spent his adult life after the war in 
Empire, Wisconsin, and there is no indication he ever came to Washington 
State.  He was long deceased before the imposter sank his roots here and stole 
his identity.

Whether Edward Coleman was even his real name no one knows.  He fell into 
rapid disrepute, one of the few local GAR expulsions I'm aware of.  He died at 
the King County Hospital in December 1908.

Much, much more to discuss, next month.

Still Puzzled?  Here’s your answer key to last 
month’s crossword.



Ye Olde Editor’s Close

Please visit our reconstructed Web site at www.pugetsoundcwrt.org for the latest in news, 
events, and announcements.  Please consider contributing an article or two!  Until next time, 
please stay safe and healthy.
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Rick Solomon, Past President (ricksolomon192@gmail.com)
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Mike Kirschner, Director (kirschnermk@comcast.net)
Steve Garratt, Director (stephengarratt@gmail.com)
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