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Our Next Meeting
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022 AT THE
CHINA HARBOR
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

It’s back to the Atlanta campaign and
its aftermath once again, and our guest
speaker will be Larry J Daniel, the
author of multiple battle studies.  His
book Conquered:  Why The Army Of
Tennessee Failed (University of North
Carolina Press, 2019) will form the
springboard for discussion on
Confederate battle strategies.  As ever,
our speaker may have some surprises
for us.

With 17 separate works in 99
publications, and counting (that’s from
OCLC), Professor Daniel’s expertise in
Southern military history and biography
from the war years is virtually
unchallenged.  Promotion from a recent book signing proclaimed the following:

Operating in the vast and varied trans-Appalachian west, the Army of
Tennessee was crucially important to the military fate of the Confederacy. But

under the principal leadership of generals such as Braxton Bragg, Joseph E.



Johnston, and John Bell Hood, it won few major battles, and many regard its
inability to halt steady Union advances into the Confederate heartland as a

matter of failed leadership. Here, esteemed military historian Larry J. Daniel
offers a far richer interpretation. Surpassing previous work that has focused on

questions of command structure and the force's fate on the fields of battle,
Daniel provides the clearest view to date of the army's inner workings, from
top-level command and unit cohesion to the varied experiences of common

soldiers and their connections to the home front. Drawing from his mastery of
the relevant sources, Daniel's book is a thought-provoking reassessment of an

army's fate, with important implications for Civil War history and military history
writ large. 

In other words, if you miss this meeting, you’ll be missing a major opportunity 
of the though-provoking variety!  MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY!

Our Last Meeting

Many thanks to our own Art Banner for an enlightening presentation on Civil 
War medicine.  The PowerPoint coordinated by Barbara was impeccable.  Our 
attendance is steady; let’s try to increase it as the year goes on!

President’s Message:  It’s All Relative
by James L Dimond
Genealogy and family history are constantly in motion.  The research isn’t done 
until all sources are exhausted.  So, as new sources become available, re-survey
of relatives needs to be considered.

While my family was quarantined with COVID-19 this month, we had an 
opportunity to do some of that.  (We’re all OK.)  Around the coughing and 
sneezing came a few gasps of joy as new information emerged on one of my 
favorite “almost” ancestors, Daniel Warren.

He was born in Fishkill, Dutchess County, New York on 2 April 1835.  His 
ancestry supposedly included a commissioned officer of the same name who 



deserted His Majesty King George’s troops and joined the Yankees during the 
American Revolution.  This was new:  the family myth had been created that 
the Revolutionary ancestor was Daniel Warren, the hero of Bunker Hill.  
(Whoops, wrong side!)  Before the age of 10 he was at work in the Dutchess 
County cotton mills.  He apprenticed in Brooklyn as a carpenter, and spent some
time in Chicago in the late 1850s.

When the war came, he was back in New York, and he enlisted with Company 
F, 128th New York Infantry, as a private.  He rose through the ranks to first 
sergeant.  He fought at the battle of Port Hudson.  He was attached to Banks’ 
Red River campaign, but transferred with his regiment to Sheridan’s command 
in the Shenandoah valley.  His service (August 1862 - 21 May 1865) qualified 
him for pension, which he claimed on 29 May 1874.

On the first anniversary of his discharge from
the army he married Mercy Wilde.
Immediately he had a household of three,
because Mercy’s younger sister, Adeline
Wilde, was left an orphan by the war.  Their
brother Samuel had come home from the
battlefield with disease, and it took both him
and their mother Ann.  As a result, Daniel
Warren became an adoptive or foster parent
in my direct line (Adeline was my great-
grandmother).

Daniel followed the milling and carpentry
trades in Fishkill, New York until December
1878.  He was lured west to Topeka, Kansas
by the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe
Railroad, in whose wood shops he was
employed as a pattern maker.  A lot of wood
went through that roundhouse.

And in Topeka, Daniel Warren was extremely active with the Grand Army of the 
Republic.  He served as post commander in 1900 (Gen Rice Post 71, Topeka).  
He held department office for Kansas, possibly as an inspector, because his 
biography published in the Western Veteran recounts 131 separate visitations.  
The only post meeting he missed in his entire tenure with the GAR was when 
attending the 1900 National Encampment in Chicago.  He attended funerals and



social gatherings, WRC meetings, picnics, and other auxiliary functions.  And 
that’s not to mention his work with the IOOF.

At the end of his term as post commander, he presented the WRC with a gavel 
and a ballot box of his own craftsmanship.  The description of the gavel is 
amazing.

The instrument is composed of eight varieties of wood.  Representing first
Kansas in the Osage orange, second the white stripe is from China, Mississippi

comes third in the red strip of cedar, Indiana fourth in the black strip of walnut,
our new possessions comes fifth in the two outer stripes of mahogany from

Manila, one piece from a church dating back four hundred years, the other out
of the Spanish gunboat Riena Christina, the sixth or center piece of handle is

white holly from South America, seventh the purple piece represents Japan as
tulip wood.  Center of handle is made of cedar from Mississippi.  Eighth variety

is dogwood from New York State forming the white stripes in the handle, the
outer dark stripes of handle are black walnut from Michigan, composing as near

as natural wood can make it Red, White, and Blue.  The stone in the end of
handle came from breast works at Cedar Creek [Virginia].

After forty years in Topeka, Daniel
and Mercy Warren moved to
Colorado to be near their married
adult daughters.  Unfortunately,
after a year there he fell and broke
his hip.  He was admitted to the
Battle Mountain Sanitarium at Hot
Springs, South Dakota, where he
died in April 1919 after a round of
pneumonia.  He was returned to
Topeka for burial.

He may not have the Government marker he is entitled to.  He is on my list for 
2023.



Additional Reading - The Army of Tennessee
Jeff Rombauer
Always a bridesmaid, never the bride, the Confederate Army of Tennessee has 
received considerable attention by historians in the last 50 years. For those 
wishing to read more about our December topic here is list of suggested works. 
 
The Annals of the Army of Tennessee and Early Western History:  Including a 

Chronological Summary of Battles and Engagements in the Western 
Armies of the Confederacy.  Edward L Drake, principal compiler.  Jackson: 
The Guild Bindery Press, Inc., [n.d.].  Pp. vi, 432, 99.  End maps. 

A potpourri of articles published in 1878 as a monthly magazine.  Articles 
include Gen. Joseph E. Johnston’s review of Sherman’s memoirs, diaries and 
letters, official reports as well articles on various campaigns and battles the 
Confederate army participated in. 

Horn, Stanley F.  The Army of Tennessee: A Military History.  Indianapolis - New
York:  The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Publishers, 1941.  1st edition, Pp. xiii, 
15-503.  End maps, illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. 

For 30 years this work by newsman and amateur historian Stanley F. Horn was 
the book to read on the Army of Tennessee until supplanted by Connelly’s and 
Daniel’s works. While it is an entertaining read, it is based mostly on the Official
Records of the War of the Rebellion, with little research in archives or 
newspapers.  If you know the huge error that was made in the first edition and 
are the first to report it at the next meeting you will receive a free book. 

Connelly, Thomas Lawrence.  Army of the Heartland: The Army of Tennessee 
1861-1862.  Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1967.  Pp. xiv,
305. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index, 

 
Connelly, Thomas Lawrence.  Autumn of Glory:  The Army of Tennessee 1862- 

1865.  Baton Rouge:  Louisiana State University Press, 1974.  Pp. 558. 
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index, vg in dj 

These books are among the best written on Civil War history.  Connelly focuses 
on the importance of The Army of Tennessee in its role as the protector of the 



Heartland of the Confederacy and why it failed.  According to the author, it was 
just as important as the Army of Northern Virginia but given less resources for 
defending a huge area of the Confederacy.  Well written and deeply researched.

Daniel, Larry J.  Cannoneers in Gray:  The Field Artillery of the Army of 
Tennessee 1861-1865.  University:  University of Alabama Press, 1984.  
Cloth.  Pp. xii, 234. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index, 

Daniel, Larry J.  Conquered: Why the Army of Tennessee Failed.  Chapel Hill:  
The University of North Carolina Press, 2019.  Pp. xiii, 440.  Cloth.  
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.

Daniel, Larry J.  Soldiering in the Army of Tennessee:  A Portrait of Life in a 
Confederate Army.  Chapel Hill and London:  The University of North 
Carolina Press, 1991.  Cloth.  Pp. xvi, 231.  Illustrations, notes, 
bibliography, index. 

Larry J. Daniel is one of the most prolific authors on the Civil War in the 
Western Theater.  All of his works are well researched, well written, and 
favorably reviewed.  These three cover the Army of Tennessee.  In Soldiering in
the Army of Tennessee, the author examines the life of the average soldier in 
that army in all its various aspects.  In Conquered, Daniel examines why the 
Army of Tennessee failed, arguing that is more than just due to failed 
leadership.  In Cannoneers, Daniel relates the history of the “long arm” and 
sees its as a “microcosm of the difficulties that plagued the entire” army. 
 
McMurray, Richard M.  Two Great Rebel Armies:  An Essay in Confederate 

Military History.  Chapel Hill:  The University of North Carolina Press, 1989.
Pp. xvi, 204. Notes, bibliography, index. 

McMurray compares the various factors which made the Army of Northern 
Virginia more successful than the Army of Tennessee. Even while the Western 
theater was more important than that in Virginia, the opportunity to win the war
was in the east. 

Collins, Darrell L.  The Army of Tennessee:  Organization, Strength, Casualties 
1862-1865.  Jefferson:  McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2017.  
Pp. vi. 266. Notes, index. 



For those into analytics, this is the book for you.  The author presents a 
statistical breakdown of the Army of Tennessee.  From the units that belonged 
to it, from the men who led it, to the casualties and strengths of each of its 
regiments, it is all in this book.  A useful reference source.

Features

The Hospital Ship USS Red Rover
Art and Barbara Banner 

(Library of Congress albumen image LC-DIG-ppmsca-34030 (digital file from original item) LC-B816-3125 (b&w 
glass copy neg.), no known restrictions on publication, Call Number: LOT 4183, no. 12 [P&P])



The USS Red Rover was a sidewheel hospital ship which served on the 
Mississippi River between Cairo, Illinois, and New Orleans from 1862 to 1864. 
She is distinguished as the “First Hospital Ship of the U.S. Navy”. There have 
always been ships assigned to care for and transport soldiers wounded in battle.
There are records about “hospital ships” in ancient Greek and Roman times.  
One famous ship, the USS Intrepid, was the captured Tripolitan bomb ketch 
Mastico. She was outfitted to serve as a “hospital ship” for a few months before 
she became once again a bomb ketch and sent to explode in Tripoli Harbor in 
1804. 

Even in the Civil War, gunboats and barges contained facilities and surgeons to 
take care of wounded and sick soldiers. But in general, medical care on ships 
and barges was limited to first aid and minor procedures. There was poor 
understanding of sanitation and nutrition. So the USS Red Rover holds the 
distinction of being the U.S. Navy’s first full-time hospital ship. In addition to 
this distinction, there are several questions and innovations in her story that are
noteworthy. 

First, there is some question about her origins. According to one scholar with 
access to original records, she was built in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1857 as a 
passenger ship to serve ports along the Mississippi River between Nashville and 
New Orleans. Other sources claim that she was built in Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri, in 1859. When the war started in 1861, she was bought by the 
Confederate Navy, named CSS Red Rover and sent to serve as a barracks for 
their soldiers fighting along the rivers. 

Another question is why she was named Red Rover. “Rover” is a Norwegian 
word for pirate. “Red Rover” is a popular game with two opposing teams and 
one player selected to break through the joined hands of the other team. “Red 
Rover” is one of the “Sea Tales” of James Fenimore Cooper. It was published in 
America in 1827 and was popular in the early 1800s. Cooper loved the sea. He 
was in the merchant marine and the U.S. Navy from 1806-1810. One can’t help 
but think that someone in the Confederate navy read that book. 

Another interesting fact is that Red Rover changed owners and identity two 
times during her service in the war. First, from CSS Red Rover, she became USS
Red Rover. This happened after a battle at Island No. 10 near New Madrid, 
Missouri, in March, 1862. She was stationed offshore with the CSS New Orleans 
when some ordnance aimed at the New Orleans pierced straight through all her 
decks. She was leaking, but still floating. The Union prevailed at that encounter.



Since the Rover had been abandoned, they had her towed to the Union supply 
base at Cairo, Illinois, for repairs. Rover was now a Union Army ship. 

Rover changed hands again in December, 1863. During 1861 and 1862, naval 
ships on the western front were under the auspices of the Army Quartermaster 
Corps led by Captain George Wise. Wise worked together with the western 
division of the Sanitary Commission to refit the Rover as a hospital ship. 

She was put into service in June, 1862, at Cairo, Illinois, as a U.S. Army ship 
under the command of Captain McDaniel of the Army’s gunboat service. The 
chief medical officer was Dr. George H. Bixby. Her first patient was a cholera 
victim who came on board the first day. By day 4, she had 55 patients. Over the
summer of 1862 there was a reorganization within the Union Army and the 
western fleet was put under the control of the Navy. Red Rover was transferred 
to the Navy and in December,1863, she was commissioned as the USS Red 
Rover, first hospital ship of the U.S. Navy. 

The most innovative feature of the Rover was her state of the art design and 
construction. Captain Wise, with advice and $3500 from the Western Sanitary 
Commission, built a complete hospital from ground up. The main cabin was 
open and airy. There were gauze curtains on the windows to keep out smoke. 
There was an operating room, elevator, laundry with a steam boiler, and 
separate kitchens and bathrooms for staff and patients. 

Plus all that, Rover had enough space for several months’ worth of supplies plus
300 tons of ice. Ice was used, among other things, to treat fevers like malaria 
and yellow fever.  She was described as a “floating palace” compared to the 
medical facilities in the rest of the army.  The Rover was also armed, to 
participate in battle action if needed.  By the end of her river service she had 
treated 2,947 patients.

Another innovative feature of the Rover was its diverse crew. There were 12 
officers and 35 men, plus 30 medical personnel.  There were nurses who were 
Sisters from the Order of the Holy Cross. They were transferred to the Rover 
from the Army Hospital in Mound City, Illinois.  They were the first female 
nurses to serve on a naval ship. Ship nurses to that point had been men. 

There also were 5 African-American women “contraband” (slaves who escaped 
and joined the Union Army). They were called “first class boys” and paid $2 a 
day.  They were accepted as nurses because they had experience as midwives 



and were supposed to be familiar with the sight of blood. They were Ann 
Bradford Stokes, Ellen Campbell, Alice Kennedy, Sarah Kinno and Betsy Young. 
One of them, Ann Bradford Stokes, became famous later because she applied 
for and received a pension from the U.S. government for her services on the 
Rover. Ann also added some romance to the story because she met her 
husband, Gilbert Stokes, who also worked on the Rover. 

From the summer of 1862-1864 USS Red Rover sailed up and down the 
Mississippi supporting the Mississippi Squadron of the Union Army. She treated 
sick and wounded and delivered ice and medical supplies to sites of battles in 
the western theater. The most famous were Vicksburg and Fort Pillow. She 
treated patients over the years and her success rate was better than that of the 
ground hospitals of the time. In October, 1864, she made her last run on the 
river and anchored at Mound City, Illinois. She served there until 1865, when 
she was decommissioned and sold at public auction. Her whereabouts after that
are not known.

(Red Rover References:   Riske M., “A History of Hospital Ships”, reprinted from Sea Classics (March 
1973) Naval History and Heritage Command, United States Naval Hospital Ships; Wynn, Jake: “Mercy 
on the Mississippi:  The USS Red Rover Hospital Ship”, National Museum of Civil War Medicine, 
Youtube video posted May 21, 2020; Wynn, Jake: “Mercy on the Mississippi:  Diversity on the Red 
Rover Hospital Ship”, National Museum of Civil War Medicine, Youtube video posted May 22, 2020; 
Adams, W.T., “Red Rover: First Hospital Ship of the US Navy”, United States Naval Institute 
Proceedings 94:11 (November, 1968) 789; Roca, S.L., “Presence and Precedents: The USS Red 
Rover during the American Civil War, 1861-1865”, The Kent State University Press 44:2 (June 1998), 
91-110.)



The Civil War Day By Day
by Marie Dimond

Answers next month!



Around the Web - Newspapers.com
James L Dimond

It comes with the Ancestry
subscription, and for the past few
years has been an entertaining refuge
for me from the mundane news of the
present.  One of the first articles I
clipped was of a grizzled old veteran at
a Minneapolis encampment.  He’s
presented here for your ponderings as
to the authenticity of his equipment
and uniform.  Enjoy picking it to
pieces!  Courtesy Seattle Star, 18
August 1906.



How To Make Your Reservations
(1) Go to our Web site, www.pugetsoundcwrt.org.

(2)  The top navigation bar has a tab marked “reservations.”  Click on it.

(3) This form will open.  Fill out the form and click the “Submit” button at the 
bottom of the form.  You will get a confirmation that your message was sent.  
You’re done!  No need to click again!

http://www.pugetsoundcwrt.org/


Ye Olde Editor’s Close

Kindle editions are a great way to update your library.  For Professor Daniel’s latest 
contributions, visit here:  

https://www.amazon.com/Larry-J-Daniel/e/B000APODKI/ref=dp_byline_cont_pop_book_1

Please visit our reconstructed Web site at www.pugetsoundcwrt.org for the latest in news, 
events, and announcements.  Please consider contributing an article or two!  Until next time, 
please stay safe and healthy.

Officers 2022-2023:  
James L Dimond, President (shinodad@gmail.com)
Rick Solomon, Past President (ricksolomon192@gmail.com)
Richard Miller, Vice-President Programs (milomiller882@msn.com)
VACANT, Vice-President Editor (Jim Dimond pinch-hitting!)
David Otis, Vice-President Marketing (davidotis81@gmail.com)
Arthur Banner, Vice-President Membership (banneras@comcast.net)
VACANT, Vice-President Reservations
VACANT, Secretary
Chris McDonald, Treasurer (alpacamomchr  i  s@gmail.com  )
Mike Kirschner, Director (kirschnermk@comcast.net)
Steve Garratt, Director (stephengarratt@gmail.com)
George Yocum, Director (georgeyocum@comcast.net)
Jeff Rombauer, Director (jeffrombauer@foxinternet.com)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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