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Our Next Meeting
Thursday, November 10, 2022, at the China Harbor Restaurant.
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. Use the “Reservations” tab at the pugetsoundcwrt.org web
site.
Our longtime member, Arthur Banner, will give some introductory remarks before showing a
video on Dr. Jonathan Letterman and Civil War Medicine. After the video there will be a
question and answer session. Arthur, originally a medical doctor from Brooklyn, New York,
lived for many years in Maine where he was a docent in the Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain
Museum.
Letterman was the medical director of the Army of the Potomac under George McClellan and
was responsible for many of the reforms necessary to care for the wounded effectively during
and after a battle.

Our Last Meeting
An interesting gathering, featuring about two dozen of our members and an engaging Civil
War writer who may be our best airplane speaker of the year. Chris Mackowski is the voice
of the “Emerging Civil War” series and one of the outstanding young authors in the long
historiography of the war. If you didn’t attend, you missed a real treat.

President’s Message
I have four things to say.
(1) This organization will not survive at its present level of volunteerism. This is a very thin
newsletter because NO ONE CONTRIBUTED, with three exceptions.
(2) A Civil War sailor had a grave marker dedicated in the month of October 2022. The
Round Table was asked to lay a wreath. The wreath was there, but it had to be presented by
an individual from another organization.
(3) We need to be civil to each other.
(4) Please vote. Your vote counts, and don’t let anyone tell you otherwise.
James L Dimond

Book Notes
Additional Reading Civil War Medicine
For some, the image of medical care during the Civil War is that of a whiskey drinking, cigar
smoking doctor sawing off the limb of a wounded soldier in a movie or television show,
usually without the benefit of anesthesia. While (according to Glenna R. Schroeder-Lein) that
image is inaccurate, it is true that, compared with our knowledge now, medical treatment of
the Civil War era has been called primitive or even “medieval,” with the belief that miasmas
[foul odors] or vapors caused disease, as the idea of microscopic germs was still unknown.
The result was that death by disease was twice as common in both Union and Confederate
armies as that caused by wounds received on the battlefield. Medicines used to treat these
soldiers were often counterproductive, impure, or not highly effective. Administration of
drugs was often by pill or liquid as syringe needles were too thick to use without cutting the
skin open. Yet compared to other recent wars of the 19th century the mortality of Civil War
soldiers from disease was improved with a 5.3% death rate among Union troops to 11%
during the Mexican American War and 23.2% among British troops during the Crimean War.
While it may not seem like it there were important improvements to the practice of American
medicine to come out of the Civil War, the most important the surgical experience of
thousands of doctors, along with improved hospital design, improved splints, sanitation, and
testing of certain medical practices. As Ira Rutkow writes in the conclusion of his book cited
below, “Civil War era physicians could not act on knowledge they did not possess . . . but
what physicians did medically during the Civil War was as modern to them as anything
doctors do today.” Civil War medicine covers a huge area of study; hopefully the works listed
below can provide a useful introduction to this topic.

Freemon, Frank R. Microbes and Minie Balls: An Annotated Bibliography of Civil War
Medicine. Rutherford: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1993. Pp. 253.
A good if outdated source to hundreds of books and articles on Civil War medicine, with brief
annotations.
Schroeder-Lein, Glenna R. The Encyclopedia of Civil War Medicine. Armonk: M. Sharpe,
2008. Pp. xv, 419.
An excellent book that covers topics from abuse of alcohol to the Woolsey sisters. Useful for
understanding the terminology of the period.
Schmidt, James M., and Guy R. Hasegawa. Years of Change and Suffering: Modern
Perspectives on Civil War Medicine. Roseville: Edinborough Press, 2009. Pp. x, 182.
Eight articles on civil war medicine that cover “neglected” topics. Chapters cover the
importance of the Medical College of Virginia during the Civil War, Civil War medicine as
reflected in Scientific American Magazine, and wounds to “the privates.”
Rutkow, Ira M. Bleeding Blue and Gray: Civil War Surgery and the Evolution of American
Medicine. New York: Random House, 2005. Pp. xviii, 394.
This is a medical history of the Union army in the east and the medical battles among
competing practitioners of differing medical schools of thought and administrators. The
author covers the important improvements made from 1861 to 1864 involving military care.
Rutkow believes that the most important change in the army’s medical practice was under Dr.
Jonathan Letterman who ordered that only surgeons who displayed the specialized skills
could be “operating surgeons” bringing a standard of professionalism which had not existed
before.
Hasegawa, Guy R. Matchless Organization: The Confederate Army Medical Department .
Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2021. Pp. xiii, 262.
A modern study of the organization of the Confederate Army Medical Department and the
challenges it faced during the Civil War. The author believes “in light of the conditions under
which it operated; it is fair to characterize the Confederate Medical Department’s performance
as above any reasonable expectation.”
Adams, George W. Doctors in Blue. New York: Henry Schuman, 1952. Pp. xii, 253.
Cunningham, H. H. Doctors in Gray. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1958.
Pp. xi, 339.
Despite their age, these two books remain a basic to understand both the Union and
Confederate medical services.

McGaugh, Scott. Surgeon in Blue: Jonathan Letterman, The Civil War Doctor who Pioneered
Battlefield Care. New York: Arcade Publishing 2013. Pp. xxi, 342.
The first modern biography of the Chief Medical offers of the Army of the Potomac.
Letterman “revolutionized combat medicine over the course of four major battles – Antietam,
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg.” He created the first organized ambulance
corps, an effective field hospital system, improved health by pioneering hygiene and diet
standards, as well as imposing professional standards.
Jeff Rombauer

Features
A Small Photo Essay, Gettysburg in October, from the archives of Jim and Loretta Dimond:

High Water Mark, looking southwest.

Devil’s Den, looking east up Round Top; the Warren tower is on the far right of the ridge.

Ye Olde Editor’s Close
Photo credits this month include the Dimonds for their Gettysburg slides (1982). Please visit
our reconstructed Web site at www.pugetsoundcwrt.org for the latest in news, events, and
announcements. Please consider contributing an article or two! Until next time, please stay
safe and healthy.
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