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Our Next Meeting
Richard W. Etulain: ABRAHAM LINCOLN: A WESTERN LEGACY
This slide-illustrated presentation will deal
with the often-overlooked story of
Abraham Lincoln's important connections
with the American West. It will open with
Lincoln's origins in Kentucky, Indiana, and
Illinois--then considered "western" places-and move on to his experiences as a rising
politician in Illinois. The talk will treat
Lincoln's several important connections
with the West during his presidency,
including his large role in dealing with
territories (emphasizing the Pacific
Northwest), railroads, land policies, and
education. The presentation will include
bits of information on Lincoln's friends in the Oregon Country. The final section
of the talk will present the story of the Lincolnian construction at Mount
Rushmore and a summing up of Lincoln's western legacy.
Etulain is Professor Emeritus of History at the University of New Mexico. He
grew up in the eastern and central areas of Washington: Ritzville, Ellensburg,
and Moses Lake. After undergraduate work at Northwest Nazarene University,
he took his graduate degrees at the University of Oregon. Most of his teaching

career was at Idaho State University and the University of New Mexico. He is
the author or editor of more than 60 books, largely about the history and
literature of the American West, Abraham Lincoln, and his Basque heritage. His
three books on Lincoln and the American West are Lincoln Looks West, Lincoln
and Oregon Country Politics in the Civil War Era, and Abraham Lincoln: A
Western Legacy. Copies of these Lincoln books and other Etulain volumes will
be available at the talk for sale and signing.
We are meeting in person at the China Harbor. Be there, 6:00 p.m., September
8, 2022!

RESERVATIONS!!!
Go here: reservations form (or, if that doesn’t work, go to the Web site and click “reservations”)
The menu is the same as the past few years: Salmon, Chicken, Mongolian Beef
or Vegetarian. The cost is now $28 per meal.

Our Last Meeting
Welcome back, everyone! Here’s a quick snapshot of The Way We Were.

President’s Message: Byways
James L Dimond
I just love little towns in eastern Washington. They come and go.
Freeman, in Spokane County, is one of these. There used to be a brick factory
there. It closed. The main street has, or had, a store. It may have closed
during the pandemic. State Route 27 runs through it, and if you blink you’ll
miss the town. Freeman was a railroad flag stop, first and foremost, and
remains the site of a grain elevator, a very important asset in the Palouse.
There are three schools: an elementary, a middle, and a high, that serve most
of the southeast county. There are a few Ponderosa pines there, where the
uplands end and the grassland begins. It was named for Freeman Freeman,
the telegrapher for the Spokane and Inland Empire Railroad. Hmm. So much
for the Wikipedia description.
Of course there’s a veteran of interest there, in the little cemetery; he was
named Erasmus Darwin Sweet. He served in the 13th Kansas Infantry, one of
many outlier units that didn’t do much in the war. He enlisted 8 September
1862 and mustered in on the 20th, and was discharged for disability on 30
November 1864 at Fort Smith, Occupied Arkansas. He is buried at the
Evergreen Cemetery, the town’s only one, with about 500 other folks.
The 13th Kansas was raised at Atchison. They attached to the Army of the
Frontier, commanded by John M Schofield. Their operations focused in northern
Missouri. Most of their casualties died of disease. The unit’s finest moment
came, however, when Schofield was sick in Saint Louis. James G Blunt, the
division commander, took over and engaged the enemy at the battle of Prairie
Grove, 7 December 1862. The combat itself was inconclusive, but thereafter
the Union forces controlled northwest Arkansas, making the world safe for the
large flocks of indigenous vultures and negating the Confederate gains at Pea
Ridge the preceding March.

Top of Pea Ridge, looking south toward Prairie Grove. Photo 6 Aug 2019 by LMD .

Prairie Grove itself is an interesting small town. I still wish we’d stopped there
in 2019. Its two claims to fame are the battlefield park and the last operational
coin-feed payphone booth in the nation. For more information on this stellar
attraction, go here:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prairie_Grove_Airlight_Outdoor_Telephone_Booth
Back to Sweet. He hailed originally from Guilford, New Haven, Connecticut. He
was found in Iowa in 1856. His family was in Nemaha County, Kansas (John
Brown country) before 1860; they fled to Vermillion. Spangle looked good to
him before 1880, and he was enumerated there. He took out homestead claims
in Spokane County in 1884. He claimed his pension from Oregon in 1895, and
his widow Elizabeth from Washington in 1905. His death was recorded at Mica
on 24 February 1900.
There are several other Civil War vets buried in Freeman: Henry Harvey Crist,
Company H, 25th Illinois Infantry; Dewitt Clinton Foos, Company D, 82nd Ohio
Infantry; John William Gunter, Company F, 51st Missouri Infantry; and Stephen
Noah Pettibone, 11th Michigan Infantry. Several of the families were related by
intermarriage. Freeman never mustered a separate GAR post; the closest one

was in Rockford. This cute little town is certainly worth turning off SR 27 for a
few minutes. Visit their graves here:
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/76780/evergreen-cemetery?
We have an exciting year coming up with the Round Table. Let’s all work
together to make it memorable. Volunteers are always welcome; our current
list of positions is at the end of this newsletter. Elections are coming up. And,
hopefully, so is the Auction in the spring!
A word of caution, however: this is not an organization that can be sustained
through the volunteer efforts of just two or three people. To make the Puget
Sound Civil War Round Table an effective organization again, we need everyone
to “pitch in.” I will have more to say on this topic at the meeting.

Book Notes
As Richard W. Etulain notes in his bibliographical essay in Lincoln Looks West,
there are thousands on books on Abraham Lincoln, but only a few are
concerned with his dealings with the Far West. For those seeking more
information on this our speaker’s topic, the following works are recommended.

Lincoln Looks West: From the Mississippi to the Pacific . Edited by Richard W.
Etulain. Carbondale and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois University Press,
2010. Pp. xi, 262.
A collection of nine essays which deal on topics from Lincoln and the Indians,
territorial patronage, and Lincoln and Washington Territory.
Higham, Carol L. The Civil War and the West: The Frontier Transformed.
Santa Barbara: Praeger, 2013. Pp. xii, 152.
One of Praeger’s Reflections on the Civil War series, this work examines the
West during the period up to 1862 and how internal conflict and divisions
influenced the response to war.

Johannsen, Robert W. Frontier Politics and the Sectional Conflict: The Pacific
Northwest on the Eve of the Civil War. Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1955. Pp. xiii, 240.
An old standard work which looks at Oregon and Washington Territory in the
1850’s.
Carson, James F. “Oregon: Patrolling the New Northwest.” Journal of the
West: The Western States in the Civil War XIV (January 1975). Pp. viii,
214.
Issue contains nine essays by various historians covering all the TransMississippi states during the Civil War.

Journal of the West: The Western Territories in the Civil War XVI (April 1977).
Pp. 120.
Eight essays covering all the Trans-Mississippi territories during the Civil War;
written by graduate students.
McArthur, Scott. The Enemy Never Came: The Civil War in the Pacific West .
Caldwell: Caxton Press, 2012. Pp. xviii, 268.
From Indian wars, to economics, to soldier life, to “copperheads” in the
Northwest, McArthur covers the Civil War in Oregon and Washington.
McGinnis, Ralph Y. and Calvin N Smith. Abraham Lincoln and the Western
Territories. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers, 1994. Pp. x, 222.
Yet another series of 15 essays by various historians on all the territories west
of the Mississippi during the Civil War.
Scharff, Virginia. Empire and Liberty: The Civil War and the West. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2015. Pp. xv, 224.
A series of 11 essays written in conjunction with an exhibit in 2015 covering
topics such as California’s native cavalry, the Fremonts, the Cherokee Nation,
and memory and memorabilia in the far West.

Features: The Material Civil War
Jeff Rombauer
You would think that after more than 160 years there would be little new to
learn about the American Civil War, but in the past 20 years or so, historians
such as Joan Cashin and Earl J. Hess among others have turned to the study of
the material culture of the period. An early definition of the term was “the
study of physical objects as evidence of cultural values,” In such works such as
War Matters: Material Culture in the Civil War Era [University of North Carolina
Press, 2018] or in a “Special Edition: Material Culture,” Civil War History [June
2017] these authors have suggested how the “literal stuff” of history can be
studied to increase our understanding of the past and how we can better
understand people of the Civil War Era. Among the most popular item collected
and cherished during this period was the Carte de Visite photograph.

Unidentified African-American man driving cart pulled by three mules. Library of Congress image
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022630601

From the development of the first type of photographs [1838] to the outbreak
of the American Civil War, the technological changes in the photographic field
are comparable to the development of personal computers and cell phones in
the late 20th century. At first an expensive, time consuming process that
product an image that could not be reproduced, to a mass market industry that
could sell multiple copies of the same image, the popular small photo
mounted on a stiff card was enormously popular during 1861-1865.
As William C. Darrah notes in his study Cartes de Visite in Nineteenth Century
Photography [Gettysburg: William C. Darrah, publisher, 1981], “Photography
was more intricately involved in the American Civil War than in any other
historical event in the nineteenth century.” By studying Civil War Cartes de
Visite of soldiers one can gleam information about weapons, uniforms, or other
military equipment. Millions of such images were created that allow us to view
the faces of the common soldier as well as prominent politicians or generals.
Satirical, patriotic, or sentimental Cartes de Visite can be studied for what they
tell us about the public’s attitude toward assorted topics. Scenic photos reveal to
us how battlefields, camp scenes, prison camps, hospitals, forts, and towns
appeared.
Hattie Clark, Civil War nurse, Covington, Kentucky. Library of Congress image
https://lccn.loc.gov/2021630336

Historians have used these photos to increase our
understanding of Civil War Americans. Ronald S.
Coddington has, in a series of books published by John
Hopkins University Press, used Carte de Visite photos to
tell the stories of individuals in both the Union and
Confederate armies, the Navy, Civil War nurses and
African Americans. Deborah Willis and Barbara
Krauthamer in their study Envisioning Emancipation use
photo images to show the impact on African Americans of
emancipation. The Carte de Visite remains one of the
most popular collectible items from the Civil War period
down to this day.Cartes De Visite were not limited to
actual photographs, but also included photos of
engravings, cartoons and even paintings.

Ye Olde Editor’s Close
Please visit our reconstructed Web site at www.pugetsoundcwrt.org for the latest in news,
events, and announcements. Please consider contributing an article or two! Until next time,
please stay safe and healthy.
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