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President’s Message

Some Places To Eat While In Gettysburg 

I was fortunate to visit Gettysburg on July 29 with my best friend, Jeff, and his wife, Maxine. 
They live about an hour and a half north of Gettysburg.  About once a year I go back East to 
see family and friends mostly in New Jersey. And when I visit Jeff and Maxine we usually visit
Gettysburg.  There are many restaurants in Gettysburg.  I want to talk about my five favorite 
places to dine in the area of the battlefield. 

My very favorite restaurant in Gettysburg is the Dobbin House, 89 Steinwehr Avenue, 
Gettysburg.  Built in 1776, the Dobbin House is the oldest standing building in the town of 
Gettysburg.  It served as the furthest south Underground Railroad station north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line.  There are bullet holes in the side of the building because there was 
sharpshooter activity by both sides especially on Days Two and Three of the battle.  There 
are two places to eat at the Dobbin House.  The first is the Alexander Dobbin dining room 
which is actually six rooms - the Dining Room, Library, Parlor, Study, Spinning Room and 
Bedroom (wherein one can actually dine in bed!).  The other is the Springhouse Tavern which
is built over three springs and has two large fireplaces.  In both the cuisine can be described 
as colonial and continental.  The last two times I dined at the Dobbin House I had "Drunken 
Scallops" which the menu describes as "Deep Sea scallops sauteed with bacon and herbs, 
then drowned in Chablis and served in a succulent sauce."  Another favorite menu item is 
Gettysburg Shrimp which is shrimp stuffed with crabmeat.  There are all sorts of different 
steaks and a colonial style chicken.  Another great selection is Seafood Isabella which is fresh
vegetables with a medley of scallops, shrimp and crabmeat in a wine sauce simmered until 
tender and served on a plate of pasta.  There are many delicious drinks, both alcoholic and 
non- alcoholic.  Finally, a fantastic selection of desserts.  When you go to the Dobbin House, 
Bon Appetit! 

My second choice is the Farnsworth House, 401 Baltimore Avenue.  It is named after Union 
Brigadier General Elon Farnsworth, who was killed along with 65 of his men in a suicidal 
cavalry charge shortly after the repulse of Pickett's Charge.  Part of the building dates to 
1810 while other parts were built in 1833.  During the battle Confederate sharpshooters 



occupied the Farnsworth House as evidenced by over 100 bullet holes to the side of the 
building.  Supposedly a Confederate sharpshooter fired the shot that hit the 20 year old 
Jennie Wade, the only civilian death during the battle.  There are three places to eat at the 
Farnsworth House.  The first is the Meade and Lee Dining Room which features Pennsylvania 
Dutch fare such as House Specialty Game Pie, Grant's Apple Bourbon Pork Chops, 
Pennsylvania Dutch Chicken Pot Pie of First Maryland Style Crab Cakes.  There is also 
Sweney's Tavern (Indoors) and the Beer Garden (Outdoors) which have the same menu as 
one another.  It features meatloaf, fish and chips, breaded chicken tenders, sandwiches, 
flatbreads, and assorted burgers.  An added attraction at the Farnsworth House are Ghost 
Tours including Yankee Spirits Walking Tour, Haunted Cellar Tour, Ghost Hunt, Confederate 
Hospital walk, Paranormal Night and Tormentors and Lost Souls Tour. 

My third fancy dining selection is the Inn at Herr Ridge, 900 Chambersburg Pike.  It was built 
in 1815 and is a few yards from where the first shots were fired at the Battle of Gettysburg 
early on the morning of July 1, 1863.  The main dining room has a varied menu with culinary 
treats such as 9 hour Braised Lamb Shank, Miso Yaki Salmon, Pan Seared Scallops, Grilled 
Pork Chops and Peruvian Mahi-Mahi.  For a more casual setting try the Livery, formerly 
known as Sharpshooters.  Its menu features sandwiches, burgers, and barbecue.  All three of
the restaurants previously mentioned are Bed and Breakfasts, but I have never stayed 
overnight in any of them. 

I have toured Gettysburg with Ed Bearss, the Rock Star of Civil War Battlefield Tour Guides, 
four times.  On each of those tours Ed had us go to General Pickett's Buffet for lunch at 571 
Steinwehr Avenue.  This is an all you can eat deal which features Baked Alaskan Pollock, 
Baked Chicken, Barbecue Pork Spareribs, Carved Baked Virginia Ham, Carved Roast Beef, 
Southern Fried Tilapia, Spicey Seafood Creole, Meatloaf, Chicken Parmesan, Salisbury Steak, 
mashed potatoes, soups, breads and desserts.  It's enough food so that you're able to make 
back all the way to the Shenandoah Valley. 

Finally, a few doors down from General Pickett's Buffet is Kentucky Fried Chicken.  A few 
times through the years of visits to this battlefield my friends and I have ordered a bucket of 
chicken and some beverages and headed to the battlefield.  Eating KFC and touring the 
battlefield seem to go hand in hand.

Of course there are many other places to eat in Gettysburg, but the above are my favorites. 

Puget Sound Civil War Round Table During COVID-19

The Board and I have been meeting via Zoom for the past three months.  We do not want to 
have an In-Person meeting until it is safe to do so.  We have an older and, therefore, a more 
vulnerable membership to the Coronavirus.  Our next three meetings will be held via Zoom.  
Our annual Auction is on hold until the Coronavirus situation greatly improves.  If you have 
any suggestions or concerns please contact a Board Member at email addresses listed at the 



end of this newsletter.  My email is ricksolomon192@gmail.com or call my cel at (206) 963-
3258.  I hope to see you at the Zoom Meeting on September 10.

God Bless You and Your Loved Ones, 

Rick Solomon 

Our Last Meeting

On June 18, the Puget Sound Civil War Round Table held its first ever meeting by Zoom.  
Dick Miller’s 45-minute talk, “Major John Chivington and the Plot to Assassinate Colonel John 
Slough,” examined the possibility that Chivington conspired to harm Slough so that 
Chivington could become Colonel of the 1st Colorado Volunteer Infantry.  Dick accompanied 
his talk with images and took questions at the end of the presentation.  The consensus 
among the meeting’s participants was that Zoom was easy to use and the presentation was 
successful. 

Our Next Meeting

September 10, 2020  via ZOOM   Pat Brady will discuss (with slides) Abraham Lincoln, 
Prairie Lawyer, the story of Lincoln's 24 years of trying cases in the courthouses of central 
Illinois:  Lincoln's self-education in the law, his courtroom manner, his mastery of the spoken 
and written word, his irrepressible humor, his travels on the circuit, three of his most famous 
cases, and the lawyer's preparation for the presidency.  Pat has been Round Table program 
chairman since shortly after the Civil War ended.  During the September 2020 thru May 2021 
season he is program co-chair along with Dick Miller and Rick Solomon. 

Additional Reading

Lincoln the Lawyer
by Jeff Rombauer

Abraham Lincoln is best known for his political activities and as 16th President of the United 
States during the tragic American Civil War.  Yet for most of his adult life, Lincoln was a 
practicing lawyer in Illinois. As one associate noted, Lincoln was not a “great lawyer” but a 
good one.  Yet until the 1990’s only a handful of books dealt solely with his legal career, and 
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most biographies passed over his legal career in a few pages. The coverage of his practice 
was limited to his life on the 8th judicial circuit and a few cases such as the Duff Armstrong 
murder trial [The “Moonlight” Trial].  However, in 1985 The Lincoln Legal Project was 
established, which over the next decade searched the courthouses in Illinois and elsewhere 
for documents associated with Abraham Lincoln’s legal practice.  The result has been a 
remarkable discovery of tens of thousands of documents connected with his practice that 
gives us a clearer picture of Lincoln’s life as a lawyer.  For those interested in additional 
reading on the topic the following books are recommended. 

Matthews, Elizabeth W.  Lincoln as a Lawyer: An Annotated Bibliography. Carbondale and 
Edwardsville: Southern Illinois University Press, 1991.  Pp. xviii, 248. 
While somewhat dated, this bibliography is a good place to start as it lists 509 books and 
articles with information on Lincoln’s legal practice.  The author makes sharp, precise 
annotations as to the value for each citation.

The Papers of Abraham Lincoln: Legal Documents
and Cases: Daniel W. Stowell, Editor.
Charlottesville & London: University of Virginia
Press, 2008.  Pp. 4 volumes.
49 cases [out of about 5,600] from Lincoln’s
practice are examined in depth as a sample of his
work as an attorney.  The collection also includes
interesting essays  on topics such as “Lincoln on
Being a Lawyer”; “A Tour of Two Circuits with
Lincoln”; “Lincoln the Lawyer Outside the
Courtroom” and “ Lincoln as a Court official”  For
those seeking more details they should go
to:www.lawpracticeofabrahamlincoln.org.
This site contains all the documents found by the
Lincoln Legal Project.  The site includes statistical
breakdowns of the nature of Lincoln’s practice,
which heavily focused on debit or creditor actions,
breach of contracts, promissory notes, and default
judgments, as well as 1027 jury trials.  Tables list
who his major clients were, the lawyers he
associated most with, the number of cases in
various legal categories, and what courthouses he
practiced in. Well worth the visit to the site just to
read the introductory material. 

Steiner, Mark E.  An Honest Calling: The Law
Practice of Abraham Lincoln. Dekalb: Northern
Illinois University Press, 2006.  Pp. x, 272.
The first modern scholarly study of Lincoln’s law
practice written after the completion of the
Lincoln Legal Project.  Steiner reviews the
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historiography of Lincoln as a lawyer, how lawyers were educated in Illinois during the 
period, the economics of Lincoln’s law practice, and his case work.  Steiner believes that how 
Lincoln practiced law was becoming “outmoded” as a result of the rise of faceless corporate 
clients. 

Franker, Guy C.  Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency: The Eighth Judicial Circuit.  Carbondale 
and Edwardsville: Southern Illinois University Press, 2012. Pp. xxii, 328.
Lincoln could not earn a living as an attorney by strictly practicing law in his hometown of 
Springfield. Each spring and fall, he would travel the circuit of the 8th Judicial Circuit, moving 
from town to town, meeting clients and handling cases in the county courthouses.  Franker’s 
work is a study of life on the circuit, the cases he handled and the friends he made. 

McKirdy, Charles R.  Lincoln Apostate: The Matson Slave Case.  Jackson: University Press of 
Mississippi, 2011. Pp. ix, 171.
The author presents a study of an anomaly in Lincoln’s law practice.  In 1847 Abraham 
Lincoln was the attorney for a Kentucky slave owner, who sought to “pursue the continued 
enslavement of 5 individuals he had brought from Kentucky to work on property in Illinois.”  
The case presented Lincoln with a moral dilemma, that he avoided in the future by never 
again handling cases involving slavery and the fugitive slave act. 

Dekle, George R. Sr.  Abraham Lincoln’s Most Famous Case: The Almanac Trial.  Santa 
Barbara: Praeger, 2014.  Pp. xii, 223. 
The Almanac Trial case is the stuff of legends, forever enshrined in American Folklore by 
director John Ford in his 1939 movie Young Mr. Lincoln.  This is simply the best history of the
trial.  Dekle examines 3 different theories of the case, presents the evidence and then lets the
reader make up his own mind. 

Fenster, Julie M.  The Case of Abraham Lincoln: A Story of Adultery, Murder and the Making 
of a Great President.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.  Pp. 255. 
Abraham Lincoln was one of three attorneys for the defense in the sensational murder trial of
a wife and nephew of a Springfield blacksmith in 1856. The author ties together the events of
the trial with what was going on with Lincoln’s political life and the birth of the Republican 
party in Illinois. 

McGinty, Brian.  Lincoln’s Greatest Case: The River, The Bridge and the Making of America.  
New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, Pp. 259. 
McGinty’s book is a detailed account of the “Effie Afton” steamboat trial seeking to secure 
damages from the Rock Island Railroad company, after that steamboat struck the Rock Island
Bridge over the Mississippi and was sunk. Lincoln was among a group of lawyers who 
defended the railroad company.  The questions of whether bridges over the Mississippi were 
dangerous obstacles to riverboat traffic would determine the future of transportation in the 
Mississippi valley and the west.  



Civil War Internet Resources  What’s Currently on the Web.�

For anyone interested in Abraham Lincoln, consult www.abrahamlincolnonline.org. This 
website provides a great resource for information on the 16th President.  From the latest 
news about Lincoln activities around the nation [i.e., The Abraham Lincoln Association’s plan 
to raise $400,000 to recreate the original Lincoln Cottage in Springfield] to interviews with 
Lincoln authors and reviews of Lincoln books, this site has it all.  Education resources for 
students, as well as a complete bibliography of pertinent Lincoln works, are included.  Lincoln
sites in Kentucky, Illinois and elsewhere are documented.  The site even lists stores where 
rare and new Lincoln books can be purchased. The site is a remarkable tool for those seeking
additional information on Abraham Lincoln.

Features
Regiment of the Month:  The Tenth Maine Volunteer Infantry
by James L Dimond

The 10th Maine Regiment in 1861.  Library of Congress image, pga 07930 //hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pga.07930.  
Public domain.

http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/


Of all the units that fought at the Battle of Antietam, the Tenth Maine Volunteer Infantry has 
an amazing story, especially considered in light of their battle at Cedar Mountain in August.  
The Tenth made numerous newspaper stories and headlines at the time, September 1862, 
particularly as the wounded of the unit were being taken to Washington D.C. for treatment.

Positioned in the East Woods on the northern side of the battlefield as part of XII Corps, the 
troops lay low as the Confederates opened action at dawn in the adjacent cornfield.  
According to the regimental history, the engagement accelerated swiftly.  “They must have 
suffered somewhat at our hands; fire which we received was also a very severe one.”  The 
field beyond the woods offered no cover.  “It was very destructive to us, for the forces so 
scattered that hardly a man could hide his front.”

Rebels took up sharpshooting positions in the few trees left standing.  The Tenth’s 
commander, Colonel George L Beal, was wounded in both legs before the regiment could fire 
two rounds.  Command devolved on Alpheus Williams.  “A change of commanders is always 
attended with confusion and misfortune,” the contemporary account continues.  Tremendous 
sheets of lead and steel confronted the men.  The enemy’s lines crossed over.  The 
remainder of the brigade, composed of Pennsylvania units of raw recruits, made no progress.
Their opponents, the cream of Hood’s and D H Hill’s regiments, began a flanking action.  
Commander after commander fell.  The brigade commander, Joseph K Mansfield, had two 
days’ of experience in deploying his massed troops and marched his units in orderly lines.  
They presented an excellent artillery target.  He was mortally wounded.

Nonetheless, Federal forces held the line at the turnpike.  When reinforcements arrived, the 
Tenth pressed through to the Dunker Church, but Walker’s fresh Confederate division greeted
them.  At the end of the morning phase, which comprised four hours of heavy combat, over 
13,000 casualties had been sustained.  

Here’s the amazing part.  The Tenth lost only a handful of men, including one officer, Captain
Furbish.  Overall in the entire war, a mere eight officers and seventy-four enlisted men fell to 
combat.  The Tenth was a charmed unit.



The officers of the Tenth Maine at Cedar Mountain, Timothy H O’Sullivan, photographer.  Library of Congress 
image, https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cwpb.00209.  Public domain.

Source:  Maj John Meade Gould, History of the First-Tenth-Twenty-ninth Maine Regiment, Portland:  Stephen 
Berry, 1871.  Veterans of this unit who later came to the Pacific Northwest include Fred W Stone of Auburn, 
Allen Moran of Snohomish, Ambrose A Foster of South Bend, George H Brackett of Vancouver, and James Henry
Gillespie, buried in the other Vancouver, British Columbia (see Washington Volunteer for November 2018).

Veterans In Our Back Yard:  Double Parked Veterans
by Loretta-Marie Dimond

Luke Mortimer Daniels, late Private, Company B, 100th New York Infantry (the Third Buffalo 
Regiment), aged 21 in 1861, served for a year.  His unit took part in the Peninsula Campaign 
as part of the Army of the Potomac, with notable action at Williamsburg, Seven Pines, 
Bottom’s Bridge and Malvern Hill.  He was discharged for disability in 1862.  He died at the 
county hospital in Tacoma in November 1910, and according to his death certificate he was 
buried two days later at Oakwood Hill Cemetery (after the funeral director initially said he was
going to the Old Tacoma cemetery).  

His Early Modified Belknap marker can be found to this day in the Custer Post 6 section, and 
was documented there by yours truly as early as October 2004.  When photographed, the 
inscription was legible and the marker was upright and in good condition, with a few chips 
and scratches from the action of passing lawn equipment.

https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cwpb.00209


There is a second marker for Luke Mortimer Daniels, at the Orting Washington State Soldiers’
Home cemetery.  It shows the identical inscription and the identical unit.  It is of the same 
style, Early Modified Belknap, and shows about a century of wear.  It has had a protective 
top-coating applied to the inscription.  It has slight damage in a different area, and possible 
impacts from a pellet gun.  It can be found in Circle E, Section 3, Grave 17.
  

There are two markers, all right!  Here’s the really curious part.  Daniels was never a member
of the Home.  Daniels was never buried at the Home.  Why does the Home have a marker.



Here’s what I think happened with Daniels.  Markers were brought from Vermont by rail, free 
on board.  The marker arrived at the train station in Tacoma in early 1911, as part of a large 
consignment, and was picked up in error (IMHO) by the teamsters from Orting.  Obligingly, 
the marker was set up at the WSSH cemetery over a vacant grave, although his actual 
location wasn’t known.  Eventually, the folks at Oakwood Hill missed it, and the graves 
registrar for Custer Post 6 re-ordered the marker.  The consignment sheets at the National 
Archives might affirm this, but they’ve never been filmed.  Put it on the list of things I should 
do in Washington DC.

The strange case of Charles Lord is much more easily solved.   He really was buried in two 
places, one after the other.

Lord was a Boston native who made his way to Wisconsin, and as a relative youngster (born 
in 1850) joined up late, in March 1865, most likely with a note in his shoe.  He was part of 
the legendary 49th Wisconsin Infantry, one of the rear guard units which saw no combat and 
with which many Washingtonians were affiliated.  He made his way west in 1893.  He was 
deeply involved in GAR work and a member of Cushing Post 56 in Ballard.  He was admitted 
to the Home in July with heart trouble and became terminally ill unexpectedly; before his wife
Frances could be summoned, he died at the Home.  The highly efficient staff buried him in 
the Home cemetery the same day.  

Shortly after, however, Frances was heard from, and her question was “when can you send 
the body?”  Lord was hastily exhumed and sent to Ballard, where he was buried for a second 
time four days after his death.  He has a temporary marker in the Crown Hill GAR section.

Somehow he never got taken off the Orting marker
order.  When his gravestone arrived, it was set over the
now-empty grave, Circle F, Section 2, Grave 2, along the
fence.

Markers frequently became lost.  At one point, a stack of homeless markers was stashed at 
the Seattle GAR cemetery.  Stevens Post 1 took out a story in the Seattle P-I to try to match 



them with the graves.  One of these markers, at least, eventually wound up with its owner--in
faraway Oysterville.

And speaking of the GAR cemetery, another pair of suspects:  Newton Bushnell Lock(e), who 
probably died in the Yukon and was buried briefly in Seattle, was exhumed and sent back 
home to Hannibal Missouri.  William Herman Ellis, a veteran of the 4th California Infantry, 
was supposedly inurned briefly at Seattle GAR but is now at the Queen Anne Columbarium 
with his family.  Both have recent, new VA markers.

Sources:  cemetery visitations 1994-2020 by James L Dimond and Loretta-Marie Dimond; death records and 
Orting member records, Washington Digital Archives; inventory of WSSH Cemetery prepared by Ann Fowler abt 
2003; burial records of Oakwood Hill Cemetery; burial records of Crown Hill Cemetery; burial records of Queen 
Anne Columbarium; burial records of Mount Olivet Cemetery, Hannibal, Marion County, Missouri; obituary of 
Charles Lord, Ballard News, Oct 1905

The Vacant Chair

On July 31, 2020, at Yelm, Washington, a long-time member of
the Puget Sound Civil War Round Table passed away.  Sue Ann
Crichton was born in Seattle in December 1951.  She attended
Central Washington State College and the University of Oregon,
and spent a rewarding career as a special education teacher.  Most
of us remember Sue for her “other” vocation, buying and selling
antiques with her mother Helen.  She was a regular at shows in
Washington and Oregon, and for some years she assisted with an
antique store in Issaquah.  She had an “eye” for condition,
condition, condition.  Her love for Civil War history made her an
enthusiastic participant in many of our Round Table discussions.
She served on the board of directors and was instrumental in
advising the Round Table in its educational mission.  The family
has recommended memorial contributions to the Washington
National Park Fund.



Ye Olde Editor’s Close

Please visit our reconstructed Web site at www.pugetsoundcwrt.org for the latest in news, 
events, and announcements.  The Web site is growing every day, but we still have a long 
way to go.  Visit us and like us on Facebook.  Watch for periodic important e-mails from 
info@pugetsoundcwrt.org.  Invite your friends to join us; for 2020-2021, membership dues 
are waived.  Until next time, please stay safe and healthy.

Officers 2020-2021:  
Rick Solomon, President (ricksolomon192@gmail.com)
James L Dimond, Vice-President Successor (shinodad@gmail.com)
Jeff Rombauer, Past President (jeffrombauer@foxinternet.com)
Richard Miller, Vice-President Programs (milomiller882@msn.com)
Pat Brady, Vice-President Programs (patsbrady@comcast.net)
Rick Solomon, Programs
Loretta-Marie Dimond, Vice-President Editor (Lmdimond1@comcast.net)
David Otis, Vice-President Marketing (davidotis81@gmail.com)
Arthur Banner, Vice-President Membership (banneras@comcast.net)
VACANT, Vice-President Reservations
VACANT, Secretary
Chris McDonald, Treasurer (alpacamomch  ri  s@gmail.com  )
Mike Kirschner, Director (kirschnermk@comcast.net)
Steve Garratt, Director (stephengarratt@gmail.com)
George Yocum, Director (georgeyocum@comcast.net)
Marie B Dimond, Website Administrator and Social Media (Marie.Dimond.Tech@gmail.com)
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