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Special june meeting  
online using zoom:  

7 p.m., Thursday, june 18, 2020 
“Social Hour” starting at 6:45 p.m. 

 
This is an understatement, but the Coronavirus pandemic has affected every one of us in one way 
or another. For the PSCWRT it has meant the cancellation of our final three meetings of the year, 
including- sadly- our annual auction, which would have taken place at the April meeting. While 
the easy thing would have been to “pull the plug” and start again in September, Richard “Dick” 
Miller had another idea- why don’t we try having an online speaker presentation? 

One of the ways that businesses, churches and other groups have worked around not 
being able to meet in person, is to meet online, mostly via “Zoom”.  Zoom is an online meeting 
website, where a host can start a meeting and if you have a computer or other device such as a 
tablet or even a smartphone, you can join and be a part of the same meeting!  

 
Glorieta Pass and the Plot to 
Assassinate Colonel John 
Slough 
Online Presentation by Dick Miller 
Historians have largely portrayed Major John Chivington as the hero of 
Glorieta Pass, the bold officer whose surprise attack destroyed the rebel 
supply train and forced the Confederate retreat to Santa Fe.  In contrast, 
they have depicted Chivington’s superior, Colonel John Slough, as the 
engagement’s goat, a “martinet” whose incompetence nearly led to the 

Union army’s defeat in northern New Mexico Territory. What historians have ignored in their 
recounting of the 1862 New Mexico campaign was Chivington’s persistent effort to win 
promotion by assassinating Slough’s character, perhaps even planning his murder.  Richard 
Miller, the author of John P. Slough: The Civil War’s Forgotten General, will use the 
background of the 1862 New Mexico campaign to revisit Chivington’s role in the victory at 

Never done Zoom? That is okay. DETAILS are on the next page. Go online on 
TUESDAY, JUNE 16 at 7 p.m. to learn how to navigate the meeting once you are in. 



Glorieta Pass and discuss his plot to ruin Slough through insubordination, anonymous newspaper 
attacks, and even threats against the colonel’s life. 

Details on how to access the online meetings through Zoom 
 
It’s actually very simple. Prior to the June 16th 2020 Zoom tutorial, you should be receiving an 
email from Dick Miller with a link to both of the meetings. At 6:45 p.m. on both evenings, Dick 
will start the meeting and all you have to do is click on the link.  
 On June 16th, anyone who is unsure how to use and navigate Zoom should log on and 
join in. Dick will be using this time to familiarize you with the features of Zoom and try to deal 
with any issues that may come up. If you are already confident in using Zoom and its features, 
you need not “attend” on the 16th. 
 June 18th will be the actual presentation by Dick Miller that is described on the first page. 
The reason for the June 16th meeting is so that (hopefully) Dick can go right into his presentation 
on the 18th without having to deal with issues, so PLEASE ATTEND THE MEETING ON THE 
16TH IF YOU HAVE ANY DOUBTS ABOUT HOW TO USE ZOOM. 
Looking forward to this meeting, since it might become more important in days to come… 
 

Important dispatches 
 
A Message to Our Members 
Jeff Rombauer, President, PSCWRT 
 
As the 2019-2020 year of the PSCWRT comes to an end, cut short by this horrendous  
coronavirus pandemic, I would like to thank all our members for their support to this 
organization, but especially to Mark Terry, Mike Movius and Pat Brady for their contributions 
and support of this group. Their efforts have contributed to this group greatly. 
 
Because we were forced to suspend our annual auction, I ask all members to consider 
sending a donation to our treasurer Chris MacDonald at 34705 NE 14th Ave., La Center, 
WA  98629-3202. PSCWRT is bringing in 5 airline speakers next year if all goes well, and 
we need to ensure that we have sufficient funds to cover all expenses. 
 
For those who would like to follow the latest in Civil War scholarship while staying at home, I  
would recommend the following books, available through Amazon or directly through the  
publisher: 
 
Widmer, Ted.  Lincoln on the Verge: Thirteen Days to Washington  
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2020.  Pp. xii, 606.  
 
Domby, Adam H. The False Cause: Fraud, Fabrication, and White Supremacy in  
Confederate Memory; Charlottesville: The University of Virginia Press, 2020. Pp. 258.  
 
Achorn Edward.  Every Drop of Blood: The Momentous Second Inauguration of Abraham 
Lincoln; New York: Atlantic Monthly Press, 2020.  Pp. xxxvi, 376.  
 
Fry, Zachery A.  A Republic in the Ranks: Loyalty and Dissent in the Army of the Potomac 



Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2020. Pp. xiii, 319.  
 
Plumb, Robert C.  The Better Angels: Five Women Who Changed Civil War America. 
Lincoln: Potomac Books, 2020. Pp. xvi, 251 
 
To all our members remember to stay safe, stay healthy.  We hope to see you in the fall. 
 
Message from Incoming President 
By Rick Solomon, VP-Successor 
 
As a nation and a world we are in a pandemic the like of which has not been seen since the 
Influenza Pandemic of over 100 years ago.  As for the Puget Sound Civil War Roundtable we 
have a membership which has a large majority of members who are 60 or more years old.   This 
is a group that is especially vulnerable to COVID 19.  Our Board feels very strongly that we 
should not have an "in person" Roundtable Meeting until it is safe to do so.  After careful 
consideration, our Board decided not to hold our meetings that were scheduled for March, April 
and May 2020.  These were correct decisions. As mentioned elsewhere in this Newsletter. we 
will try to have a virtual meeting via Zoom on June 18.  Hopefully, we will have the PSCWRT 
Meeting on September 10 with Larry Daniel, author of "Conquered: Why the Army of Tennessee 
Failed", giving a presentation.  Pat Brady has put together another fantastic slate of speakers for 
our 2020-2021 speakers.  Because our Annual Auction was not held this spring the Board is 
considering several options, but for now please consider donating what you can to help the 
cause. Also, when things become much safer perhaps I can organize another field trip.  
 
I can be reached by email at ricksolomon192@gmail.com or phone at (206) 963-3258.  Together 
we shall make it through this difficult period by being SMART and SAFE. God bless you and 
your families and friends.  
 
Rick 
 

Member Birthdays: March through Summer, 2020 
Due to cancelled meetings (and newsletters) this spring, we are way behind on birthday notifications! 
Plus, we need to celebrate our members born in the summer months.  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, EVERYONE! 
 
March 
Ken Bertrand   Barbara Bruff Hemmingsen  Michael Kirschner 
Fred Sherman   Marty Wingate 
 
April 
Terrence George Brown  Jolene Coulton    Dempsey Dybdal 
Ed Malles   Stephen Pierce    Jay Rusling 
Jay Secord   Rick Solomon    Kim Terry 
 
May 
Arthur Banner   Peter M. Coulton   Richard Dickson 
Larry Johnson   Philip LeDuc    Mike Leopold 
Denise Movius   Janice Olson    Stuart Webber 



Bob Woolworth, Jr. 
 
June 
Patricia Boomhower  Marshall Moon    Geoff Nunn 
 
July 
Russell D. Hicks  Michael H. Jones   Steve Olsen 
Gary Preston   Steve Raymond    Sheila Yocum 
 
August 
Marsha Brooks   Larry Jilbert    Dana Jones 
Beverly Karbowski  Dick Miller    Michael Trickey 
 
NOTE: As always, if your birthday was missed, please contact the newsletter editor! 
 

News and projects 
 
2020-2021 Meeting Schedule Preview 
It is VERY important to communicate that, despite the current coronavirus situation, the board of 
the PSCWRT is planning on a full schedule of meetings for the 2020-2021 season to be held at 
the China Harbor Restaurant! 
Recently, Interim VP Programming Dick Miller released the list of speakers and topics for the 
2020-2021 Season of the Puget Sound Civil War Round Table coming up this fall, our 36th 
Season as an organization! 
 
September 10, 2020   Larry Daniel will discuss his latest book, Conquered:  Why The Army 
of Tennessee Failed.   
 
October 8, 2020  Hampton Newsome will discuss his latest book, winner of two awards, The 
Fight for the Old North State: The Civil War in North Carolina, January-May 1864  
 
November 12, 2020  Carl Guarneri will discuss his latest book,  Lincoln's Informer: Charles 
A. Dana and the Inside Story of the Union War.  
 
December 10, 2020  Robert May will discuss his latest book,  Yuletide in Dixie: Slavery, 
Christmas, and Southern Memory.  
 
January 14, 2021  William H. Woodward will discuss The Governors, the Gold, the Guard, 
and the Guns: The Civil War in Washington Territory.  
 
February 11, 2021  Arthur Banner will discuss Joshua Chamberlain, hero of Little Round 
Top. 
 
March 11, 2021  Christian B. Keller will discuss his latest book,  The Great Partnership: 
Robert E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, and the Fate of the Confederacy  
 



April 4, 2021  Chris Mackowski will discuss TBA.  Editor-in-Chief of the Emerging Civil War 
website, he is a writing professor at St. Bonaventure University and the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books, including Entertaining History: The Civil War in Literature, Film, and Song 
and  Turning Points of the Civil War.  
 
May 13, 2021  Brian Burton will discuss the Grand Review of the Union armies in 
Washington, DC, May 23-24, 1865. 
 
Please Note that the list is subject to change. We will keep you informed of any changes. 
 
Contacting PSCWRT members over the summer 
Given the unprecedented situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, we have not been able to 
stay in touch with many of you. To address that, the PSCWRT Board and Advisors have decided 
to contact by phone every member/family of the Puget Sound Civil War Round Table. Some of 
you have already received a phone call. We want you to know that you are not forgotten and that 
the PSCWRT is committed to keep this organization going forward into the future, no matter 
what that future may hold. But to do that, we need you!  Meanwhile stay healthy and safe! 
 

Changes coming on the Board for Next Season 
 
As President Jeff Rombauer alluded, there will be some changes for the coming CWRT season. 
Starting at the top, returning from a previous stint as president, VP-Successor Rick Solomon will 
be our new president for a new two-year term. After a great run as VP-Social Media, and 
previously as PSCWRT president, Mike Movius will be succeeded by Marie Dimond, the 
daughter of Jim and Loretta Dimond. And speaking of the Dimonds, after editing the 
Washington Volunteer newsletter for these past ten seasons, VP-Editor Mark Terry will be 
handing over his duties to Loretta Dimond. Pat Brady, who has been VP-Programs for as long as 
anyone can remember, will be transitioning out this season and bringing in Dick Miller, who has 
served the PSCWRT in many capacities, including president, over the years. Remember that 
there is still a vacancy for VP- Reservations, the person whose job it is to report the number of 
dinner reservations to China Harbor every meeting. Also, while Doug Galuszka is in 
Washington, D.C., his place as Secretary needs to be filled.  
 A huge THANK YOU to all of those leaving the board and a WELCOME ABOARD for 
those coming in.  
Remember that ANY PSCWRT member can be on the board. All it takes is a willingness to 
do the duties required for your position. It’s a great feeling to be helping to keep the 
PSCWRT going. 

We need to give credit and honor to our Board Advisors: Steve Garratt, Barbara Bruff 
Hemmingsen, Michael Kirschner, Judd Verlin and George Yocum. Advisors are non-voting 
members of the board, but have been extremely helpful and valuable in adding their insight and 
advice to members of the board. Any PSCWRT member can be an Advisor- simply ask. All that 
is required is that you have a desire to help the Round Table and come to the meetings. We regret 
to say that Michael Kirschner and his wife are moving out of town, so they won’t be directly 
involved with the PSCWRT next season. All the best to you both, Mike, and thank you for your 
service! 
 



 
Featured article 

 
Researching a Civil War Soldier’s letter- Don’t assume anything! 

By Mark R. Terry 
 

When a man on a Civil War Facebook page shared a letter written during the Civil War, asking 
for help in identifying the soldier who wrote it, I couldn’t resist making an effort to do so. Along with his 
plea, he included scans of the original two-page letter, the envelope and a transcription of the letter. His 
hope was not only to find the letter writer, but also to try and find out what connection it had with his 
family, since the family had kept the letter for generations. 
 
 The letter was written on August 8, 1862, three days after the Battle of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
which the letter describes. The stationery used by the soldier is quite elaborate- across the top is the 
legend “6th Regiment, Michigan Infantry”, illustrating each of the companies in battalion formation. 
Below that, left to right, are likenesses of the regimental leaders- Colonel, Lt. Colonel, Major and 
Adjutant 
 

 
 
 The letter writer didn’t sign his name and the name and address on the envelope wasn’t very clear 
either. Other than the names of their Brigadier General, who died in battle that day and that of a 
Confederate officer who was wounded and captured, there were no names mentioned. Clues within the 
text would have to suffice. Naturally, the biggest clue was the letterhead across the top of the page. 
Because of that I focused on the 6th Michigan. One of the clues I pursued was the casualties mentioned: 
“There was 4 killed and 16 wounded of our Co [company]”. Using the American Civil War Database 
[http://www.civilwardata.com/] I found that Company I of the 6th Michigan lost 16 wounded and 6 killed. 
However, going down the company roster, I could find no names that came close to the name on the 
envelope which by this time I figured was “Bender”. In fact, there was no name in the regiment that came 
close! 
 Not having any luck, I focused again on the envelope. Finally realizing it was sent to a town in 
Ohio, I narrowed down the destination: “William’s Center, William County” in Ohio.  Going to the 1860 
Census for this town, I looked for Benders, with a father whose name was “Ayers” or “Cyrus”. Sure 
enough, I found a Cyrus Bender- but he was a boy of eight years of age! Frustrated by this seeming brick 



wall, I went online and emailed the Williams County Genealogical Society, forwarding them the 
information and asking for their help to shed light on all this. 
 

Just when I thought they would not get back to me, I got a response from Jo Culbertson, 
newsletter editor of the WCGS who said she would look into it. A few days later, Jo emailed me with 
some news.  She also found the same Benders that I did in the 1860 census, but went a step further than I 
did. She looked up Cyrus’ older brother “Hammond” Bender, who was 20 years old in 1860. Following 
the trail, she saw that he had enlisted in an Indiana regiment! 
 

With that information, I went to the Indiana Adjutant General’s Records online and found a 
Harmon (not Hammond) Bender in Company A of the 21st Indiana Infantry. A list of engagements 
showed that the 21st had been at- you guessed it- the Battle of Baton Rouge, Louisiana!  
 

The final step was to see if I could find a battle report from the Official Records of the War of the 
Rebellion. Activating my CD-ROM of the O.R., I tracked down the reports of the commander of the 
brigade, Col. Thomas W. Cahill and also of the 21st Indiana. Both were eerily similar to the description of 
the action in the letter. During the battle, the Confederate forces overran the camp of the 21st and two 
regiments from New England, but not the 6th Michigan. This, to me, was the “smoking gun” that verified 
the letter writer as being from the 21st Indiana and not the 6th Michigan and probably that of Private 
Harmon Bender. How and why did Bender use stationery with the 6th Michigan letterhead at the top? Did 
he find it laying on the ground? Did he know someone in the 6th who gave it to him? We will probably 
never know.  Here is the transcript of the original letter: 
 

 
NOTE: The word “Thickets” in paragraph 2 is probably “Pickets”. 



 
Also, why was the letter addressed to his 10-year old brother Cyrus and not to his father Daniel? 

The only explanation I could come up with was that perhaps this was Harmon’s way of making his little 
brother Cyrus feel important and included. Who knows? He may have also placed a note to Cyrus which 
was not preserved through the years. 
 

The final mystery is why the family had the letter in the first place. With the help of a few family 
names, I took a couple hours on Ancestry and was able to trace the direct line back to the Civil War 
period. At the time, it did no good, since none of the names matched soldiers in the rosters. But then Jo 
Culbertson again helped out mightily. She created two Family Group Charts for Harmon Bender, one 
listing his parents and all of his siblings, and the second one of his own family after he was married. It 
was the maiden name of his wife, Jennie Hales that jumped out at me. 

 
On 4 February 1873, Harmon Bender married Jane “Jennie” Hales in Clay County, Iowa. Jennie’s 

parents were Philip and Sarah Hales, who in 1870 were living in Wisconsin. According to the census that 
year, they had eight children in their household, the oldest being Jennie and the youngest being Jessie 
Alice Hales, born in 1868. Her name was familiar to me because it was Jessie A. Hales who was in the list 
of names I originally found. At the age of 24, she married William T. Robertson on 2 March 1892. So, 
that is where the connection between Harmon S. Bender and the family who inherited the letter. It may 
have been that Jennie had a special place in her heart for her youngest sister because she and Harmon 
named their firstborn daughter Jessie as well. 
 

So the loose strings were all tied up in the end. But, the moral to the story is this: When 
researching, don’t assume what may seem obvious, but explore every possible connection that may bring 
the answer to the mystery. AND have someone like Jo Culbertson helping you! 
 
 

 
 



The LAST “last WORD” 
 
Thank you for the Last Ten Years! 
By Mark R. Terry 
 
It was a year ago this month that I announced that I would edit the newsletter Washington Volunteer for 
one more season. Little did I know then that the last few issues would be cut short due to a global 
pandemic! 
I have been editing the newsletter since the start of the 2010-2011 season, so I am just completing my 
tenth year. Over the course of the decade my goal has been to faithfully and consistently communicate to 
you, the membership, the information for each meeting and happening related to the PSCWRT. I hope I 
have been successful in doing that. I also hoped to educate, through historical articles related to the Civil 
War. In that I have been helped by many members over the past ten years. 
I have also enjoyed doing some of my own writing and sharing some of my research with you (like the 
article in this edition). I’ve come to realize that it is research that I like best and sharing that with others. 
In fact, it was my desire to know if I had any ancestors who served during the Civil War that started me 
on the path of genealogy some 35 years ago now. 
 Let me say THANK YOU to the Round Table presidents that I have served- Dick Miller, David 
Palmer, Rick Solomon, Mike Movius and Jeff Rombauer. Each of you helped contribute to the newsletter 
in many ways. There are innumerable members who contributed articles and ideas that helped improve 
the Volunteer. But I have to say that it was probably Mike Movius, who as VP-Social Media, helped the 
most to hone the newsletter and make it more consistent with the PSCWRT website. In many ways, the 
VP Editor and Social Media have the same function- to inform, recruit, educate and even entertain! 
 Finally, I wish to thank the incoming VP-Editor, Loretta Dimond, and hope the best for her as she 
takes over the reins of the Washington Volunteer. Loretta, I’m sure you have ideas that will make the 
newsletter even better going forward into the 36th year of the existence of the Puget Sound Civil War 
Round Table! 
 
Don’t forget to donate! 
As both Jeff and Rick mentioned in their articles, there is a huge need for resources going into 
the 2020-2021 season. We will have five “airplane speakers” coming in over the course of the 
year. The board had counted on having another successful auction this year, but of course that 
was cancelled out by the coronavirus pandemic. So, PLEASE send whatever you can afford- 
what you might have given at the auction- to our treasurer, Chris McDonald. Please send your 
checks to: 
 
Chris McDonald 
34705 NE 14th Avenue 
LaCenter, WA 98629. 
 

DUES & DONATIONS 
The PSCWRT season goes from September to the following May. Dues should be paid in September. 
Dues are payable either at the meeting or by mail: $25 per individual or for a couple. Also, donations are 
gratefully accepted. These will help secure speakers for our meetings. Please note that all donations are 
tax deductible as the PSCWRT is a 501(c)3 organization. Mail to: Chris McDonald, Treasurer, 34705 NE 
14th Avenue, LaCenter, WA 98629. Call (503) 930-4940 or email: alpacamomchris@gmail.com 
 
 



 
2019-2020 OFFICERS 
Elected:* 
President: Jeff Rombauer; jeffrombauer@foxinternet.com 
Vice President Successor: Rick Solomon; ricksolo@ricksolo.com 
Past President: Mike Movius; webmaster@pscwrt.org 
Vice President Programs: Pat Brady; patsbrady@comcast.net 
Interim VP Programming: Dick Miller; milomiller882@msn.com 
Vice President Editor: Mark Terry; markimlor@comcast.net 
Vice President Marketing: Dave Otis; jbhood81@aol.com 
Vice President Membership: Arthur Banner; banneras@comcast.net 
Vice President Partnerships: Jim Dimond; shinodad@gmail.com 
Vice President Reservations: VACANT 
Vice President Social Media: Mike Movius; webmaster@pscwrt.org 
Treasurer: Chris McDonald: alpacamomchris@gmail.com 
Secretary: VACANT 
 
*All, except for Past President, an automatic position. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
thank you, mike Movius! 

All the best in your new endeavor 


